Tooth aspiration: its relevance in medicolegal autopsies.
Tooth aspiration in adulthood is an uncommon autopsy finding. The paper presents two cases in which maxillary incisors had been avulsed and inhaled during hospital treatment and in the course of maxillofacial trauma, respectively. In the first case, repeated attempts to remove the aspirated tooth by means of flexible bronchoscopy led to perforation of the bronchial wall with consecutive bleeding into the deep airways and fatal asphyxia. In the second case, the fact of tooth aspiration remained undetected throughout the 3-day survival time until death from craniocerebral trauma. The paper points out the forensic aspects of tooth aspiration against the background of the relevant clinical literature.